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THE HOME AND SOCIAL LIFE
OF ALEXANDRIA

g
By KAT*, WALLER BARRETT; M. D, D. S. C.

Alexandria Is a clty of homes. “"Mov-

ing Day" s practically unknown, and a

loaded furniture van in the treet is an
object of curiosity

Many of its oldest residents have pent
their entir lives undey th same roof
tre In this way tradition nd memory
hy maintained a strong hold upon the
lifeo of the present generation

'he plat f Alexandria wa surveyed
by Gen Washington, and the buildings
foilow the plar [ ngl tow r that
dat r e t Liric)
built opening directly on the sidewalk
The large poreches and groun are al-
most always to the side or rear and

often  hidden from view by forbidding
brick walls This was to give the pri

vac) 40 dear to an Englishman's heart
But the present generation has out-
grown thig feeling, and the front steps
and even the sidewalks, during the

furmer geason are commonly used as
A gathering place for the belles and
beaux

Many of its residences date from the
colonial period, are associated with
historical e¢vents, and have sheltered
from time to time most of the distin-
guished personages who had a part In
making the history of the country. The
house furnishings are [n keeping with
that period tare old furniture, silver,
and palnting= are common,

No financial stresg would be sufficient
to make the owners part with them, and
they are jealously guarded, to be passed
on to generations yet unborn

Hecause of the home atmosphere and

the quiet, dignified conservatism of (ts
social Hfe and its excellent educational
advantages, Alexandria lg an ideal place
to rear children. For this reason many
persons have hought homes here In re-
cent years, as the rapi@ growth of its
beautiful and modern suburhs attest,

Although Alexandria ecannot claim to
practice the typical Southern hospitality
80 famous in the literature of the South,
its social life ‘s generous and varied.

The churches and thelr activities, as in
mosgt small places, are Important fac-
tors, It is particularly so in a locality
where people inherit their brand of re-
ligious thought as they do their politics.
Families have =at tn the same church
pews for a century, and a change of de-
nomination is almost unknown,

The churches are well attended, and
the parade out Washington street after
the Sunday morning services s a8 dear
to the true Alexandrian as the Fifth
avenue Sunday morning promenade (s
te the New Yorker,

Although the social life of Alexandria
centers around the home, a number of
social organizations add variety and in-
terest. Among the vounger set the Ger-
man Club in winter and the Boat Club
in summer are important factors The
German Club during the season gives a
number of entertainments, which are
attended by distinguished vig!ters from
many near-hy cities The Potomac
joat Club has a well equipped building
with a fleet of pleasure craft Its broad
piazzas are a favorite resort in the sum-
mer evenings for thoge who do not care
to participate In the more  strenuous
pleasures of boating or sailing.

Alexandria {8 noled for the number of
pretty girls which year after year fill

the ranks of its debutantes Because of
the number of these who marry into the
different branches of the service [t Is
fast becoming the headquarters for
“army and navy widows,’ who spend

here vmong their girlhood assoclations

the time their husbands are on cruise
OF o ne i

i listingulshing feature, and one
which has added zest to the life of the
debutantes for man easons, is the co-
terie f bachelors, many of shem men
who hold position of hmportance in the
State nd w 11 ¢ parties, but
geem to be satisfied pping the
sweetls n many fl rather than

bear matrimonial responsibilities,
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But the social life here does not con-
sist solely of the lighter wvein.

The proximity of the Theological Sem-
inary and Episcopal High School, with
their corps of cultivateq professors and
thelr families, gives a decided college
flavor to the social life.

*The Hill,” as 1t is affectionately called
by the residents, ,has long been noted
for Its characteristic semi-cloisteral cul-
ture. The homes of the professors and
a number of other well-known families
who have sought its congenial atmos-
phere cluster around a group of college
builldings situated In a superb grove of
primeval trees. Here, from time to time,
are delivered lectures by well-known
authorities from every part of the world.
Many distinguished men are among its
alumni, The followers of Philips Brooks,
Bishop Potter, Dr. Sparrow, and others
love %0 visit the scenes which have been
made sacred to them because of their
associations with these giants of intel-
lect. The students also give a decidedly
Interesting touch, and the white tie and
black cout of the theclogian vie with the
brass buttons of the army and navy in
capturing some of our falrest daughters.

While Alexandria is noted for itg con-
servatism, it is a congenial atmosphere
for women’'s clubs. The Camera Club
Is an organization of which the city is
justly proud. It I8 a woman's club,
ana has a large and representative mem-
bership, and its departments are well
organized, covering the usual activities,
and its year book will compare favorably
with that of the clubs of larger citles,
The civie department is especially active
and has done much to cultivate the spirit
of c¢ivie linprovement, especlally among
the school children. Its educational de-
partment has done much toward the
building and beautifying of the girls’
school building. The patriotic societies of
the 1. A. R. and the Colonial Dames are
very flourishing. Not only are the meet-
ings interesting, with well prepared pro-
grammes on historical angd educational
subjects, but they have dJdone a great
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deal of work in preserving and marking
historical spots. The handsome tablet
to the palibearers of Cen, Washington,
recently placed in Ch t Church ves-
tibule, is an evidence of thelr activity,
while old Pohick Churcl:r owns Iits re-
habilitation largely to their efforts

The gala day of Al dria is Febru-
ary 22, 1f one wants to ree the old town
socially at its best, theyv should visit it
at that time Usually a ve

¥y creditable

parade is iven “Old Friendship” fire
engine | wreathed with flowe ang 1is
surrounded by an admiring throng, who
love to recall the characteristic incident

which is recorded of how upon one oc-
casion, while Gen. Washington was
walking down King street, the fire bells
rang. The engine, drawn by half dozen
lads, was almost stalled In the muad.
Gen. Washington turned toward a group
of friends standing near and said; **Gen-
tlemen, I think it's time for us to take
a4 hand.” As he spoke the words he hur-
ried Into the street and caught hold of
the ropes, and soon the old engine was
on its way to the fire, drawn by the
“Father of His Country,” assisted by
every man of the town who could find
any place to catch hold, Such was the
magic in that touch that from that time
on Alexandria’s fire company became the
most aristocratic organization in  the
community, and even to thls day "'0Old
Friendship” is the most honored guest at
all the big fire company parades in the
United States.

Most of the prominent cltizens keep
open house on February 22, and buffet
luncheons are served throughout the
day to all callers Jverybody spends the
day upon the streets, greeting the vis-
itors. Indeed, the 22d takes the place
of the New Year reception of other
cities,

The Daughters of Confederacy form an-
other prominent organization. Largely
due to their activities the buflding de-
voted to the use of old “vets' is made
attractive and comfortable. This is a
large, old-fashioned house, with delight-
ful sitting and reading rooms and large
assembly halls, where reunions and in-
teresting and touching services are held
commemorating the “Lost Cause.” This
ig the only man’s club in Alexandria
with the exception of the Bachelor Club,
which is a small organization, composed
mainly of young men.

The recently completegq Elks' Hall
promises to be a great addition to the
social life Already they are planning
for a ladies’ day each week. 'The splen-
did auditorium and assembly hall will
give to Alexandria that which it has
long needed—an attractive place in which
to hald its public functions.

The most characteristic feature of the
domestic and social life of Alexandria is
its freedom from commercialism. Money
rlays but a small part In any of its
pvhases. There is not a millionaire In the
city, and the familles that are above the
average in point of wealth, instead of
being the social leaders, as is usually
the case, are but little in evidence.
Most families have either inherited or
amassed modest incomes, and thelr so-
cial position i8 so assured that they do
not feel the need of bidding for soctal
favors by extreme display. Indeed, it
is delightful to feel that in thig com-
mercial age there are, somewhere, people
Iin° moderate circumstances, and even
those who need to add to their incorme
by labor find that it Is no disadvantage
to them from a soclal standpoint Some
of the leading belles of Alexandria. have
sometimes been obliged to take come
mercial positions, but instead of debar-
ring them from any of the social pleas-
ures, they have been more eagerly sought
because of the fact that they have shown
their character in being wble to rise

above circumstances

Here, 1 belleve me of

raditions vhich have made our
gociety mlque but healthy-—
the gifts and ices and the

s of heart and | which stand
for all that is best in owr nuational life,




